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1
APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING A
DIMENSION OF A SELECTED SURFACE OF
AN OBJECT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to electronic mea-
suring systems and apparatuses for electronically measuring
physical dimensions of an object and, more particularly to an
apparatus configured to be used with a processing unit for
determining a dimension of a selected surface of an object.
In particular, the object may be a 3D-object and the selected
surface may be a 3D-surface.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Systems, apparatuses and methods of measuring physical
dimensions of a body are useful in a variety of applications,
among others, for taking a person’s body measurements for
garment tailoring purposes.

Traditional systems, apparatuses and methods of measur-
ing physical dimensions of a body for tailoring purposes
generally use manual measuring means, such as a measuring
tape. The steps taken in tailoring a suit are familiar to anyone
who has purchased a piece of cloth. The customer chooses
a piece of cloth and then seeks assistance for taking a
number of body measurements in order to alter the suit to fit
the size of the customer. Sometimes the customer is fortu-
nate enough to have the tailor take the measurements. The
tailor will know if special considerations are required for the
shape of the customer or the style of the suit. If this is the
case, certain additional measurements may be necessary
over and above the half dozen or so measurements normally
taken. If, as an example, the customer has an athletic build
with well developed thigh and bicep muscles, yet normal
waist and shoulder measurements, additional measurements
may be required to enable the tailor to produce a well fitting
suit. It is also possible for the well-trained tailor to spot
specifics in posture which may require additional measure-
ments to be taken to more precisely match the suit to the
customer.

In many retail stores, however, a tailor is not present at the
store and the measurements are rather taken by a store clerk
who may not know which measurements are needed for a
particular individual. The tailor operates at a distinct disad-
vantage when alterations are made since he will undoubtedly
tailor the suit to the universal build and posture rather than
what may be a very uniquely proportioned person. In these
instances, the clerk’s measurements may result in only an
average fit. Besides, the measurements taken by the store
clerk should usually be sent manually to the tailor who is
usually located in another location. This process of taking
measurements is time consuming and usually results in
inaccurate measurement results and defective tailored gar-
ments.

Recent developments in the field of data processing and
electronics resulted in developing special technologies for
electronically measuring physical dimensions of a human’s
body. Noticeable examples of the prior art are U.S. Pat. No.
7,253,766, to Foote et Al. (2007), U.S. Pat. No. 6,415,199,
to Liebermann (2002), U.S. Pat. No. 4,885,844, to Chun
(1989), U.S. Pat. No. 4,868,990, to Steinberg (1989), U.S.
Pat. No. 4,635,367, to Vigede (1987), and U.S. Pat. No.
3,979,831, to Lutz (1976). Other examples of prior art are
U.S. Pat. No. 4,635,367, U.S. Pat. No. 4,586,150, U.S. Pat.
No. 5,691,923, U.S. Pat. No. 5,956,525.
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US patent 367 suggests use of electrical connectors
connected to a plurality of measuring points distributed over
a body suit, where the electrical connectors detect emplace-
ment of said measuring points when the body suit is worn by
a person and transmit electrical signals representing said
emplacements to be stored in storage means. This technol-
ogy also suggests, as an alternative, optical sensors for
detecting these measuring points. The measuring points are
disposed on a tape that should be manually adjusted (by the
tailor) according to the wearer’s size.

US patent *150 teaches a hand held device for taking
measurements. The device measures a distance between two
points by extending a wire therebetween and by measuring
the equivalent voltage of the wire. Since the voltage is
proportional to the length of the wire, the distance between
the two points is therefore determined. The measurements
are sent by a transmitter to a receiver in order to be stored
for potential use.

US patent *923 suggests a beacon device using a mea-
suring tape having regularly-spaced markers and electronic
sensing means for detecting passage of the markers. Once,
the maker is detected, the measured distance is converted
into an electrical signal and transmitted to be recorded.

US patent *525 suggests use of a multi-view camera
arrangement for building a three dimensional profile of a
person.

While these traditional measuring systems, apparatuses
and methods may provide means for measuring physical
dimensions of a person, these technologies require a human
intervention in order to carry out at least some operations.
Moreover, these technologies are complex, high costly and
unreliable in certain circumstances. In fact, they generally
do not provide substantially accurate measurement of the
physical dimensions of a body, are complex and expensive
to produce and generally require specialized training of
persons using these systems and apparatuses. Besides, some
of the associated equipments required to execute the mea-
surements are generally cumbersome and, thus, are not in a
compact format for facilitating the measurement process.
Another limitation of these traditional systems and appara-
tuses is that, in being voluminous, they are unsuitable for
shipping through regular post mail. Such a constraint is
particularly disadvantageous in a growing global market
environment and purchases of garments made by private
individuals through Internet.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is a general object of the present invention to provide a
new and improved apparatus that overcome the above-
mentioned drawbacks.

As a first aspect of the invention, there is provided An
apparatus configured to be used with a processing unit
for determining a dimension of a selected surface of an
object, said apparatus comprising:

a measuring garment having a shape adapted to fit said
selected surface of said object such that said piece of
fabric stretches, in particular proportionally, to said
dimension of said surface when draped thereover;

a plurality of uniquely identified beacon devices disposed
on said measuring garment when unstretched in accor-
dance with a first spatial configuration known a priori,
where, when said measuring garment is draped over
and stretched by said surface, at least one of said
beacon devices automatically shifts position and forms
a second spatial configuration as a function of said
dimension of said surface; and
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electronic means for detecting said second spatial con-
figuration and for generating data representing said
second spatial configuration;

where said processing unit is configured to receive data

associated with said first and second spatial configu-
rations and to determine said dimension of said surface
as a function thereof.

The beacon devices can be considered as markers or
references of the system to be able to determine the shape
and measurements of the dimensions.

A spatial configuration can be seen as a map defining
where each beacon device of the beacon devices is located
within the surface of the object. This generally requires an
indication of the exact location (distance and orientation) of
each beacon device with respect to the other beacon devices.

Preferably, the processing unit is part of a remote com-
puter system, the apparatus further comprising communica-
tion means adapted to be connected to a data network for
remotely transmitting the data representing the second spa-
tial configuration to the processing unit.

Preferably, the electronic means comprise distance mea-
suring means and/or the distance measuring means allow for
determining a shifting length and a shifting orientation of
each one of the beacon devices when the beacon devices
shift position.

As will be illustrated hereinafter, in order to determine the
shifting orientation, generally it is not required to have other
means beside the distance measuring means. In most cases,
the shifting orientation of a given beacon device can be
determined by comparing the relative shifting length of the
given beacon device with respect to its adjacent beacon
devices. For instance, if a given beacon device (A) has four
adjacent beacon devices (B, C, D and E) which are respec-
tively located at 0, 90, 180 and 270 degrees from the given
beacon device, by measuring the shifting length of the given
beacon device with respect to each one of these adjacent
beacon devices, the shifting orientation can be determined,
and hence no other measuring means beside the distance
measuring means are required.

Preferably, the distance measuring means comprise
uniquely identified rotary encoders disposed within at least
a part of the uniquely identified beacon devices in accor-
dance with a rotary encoder configuration known a priori,
wherein the rotary encoders comprise input rotatable shafts
coupled to spring loaded reels storing strings, where the
strings have a first end folded within the spring loaded reels
and a second end extending therefrom and attached to
attachment points located at selected directions in accor-
dance with the rotary encoder configuration, such that when
the beacon devices shift position, the strings unfold and
engage the input rotatable shafts to rotate proportionally to
the shifting.

Preferably, the strings are non-stretchable strings and the
rotary encoders are configured to output rotational values
proportional to the shifting when the input rotatable shafts
rotate, where the shifting length and shifting orientation of
each one of the beacon devices is determined as a function
of the rotary encoder configuration and the rotational values.

In other terms, the rotary encoders are disposed in accor-
dance with a rotary encoder configuration which is deter-
mined a priori and known a priori by the processing unit.
The rotary encoder configuration can be seen as a map
defining where each rotary encoder is located within the
surface of the object to measure and where (distance and
orientation) it’s corresponding attach point is located with
respect thereto. Each rotary encoder is uniquely identifier by
a unique rotary identifier such that each rotational value can
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be associated with a given rotary encoder. Besides, the
strings should be non-stretchable strings for enabling the
input rotatable shafts to rotate proportionally to the tension
exercised on the fabric. Otherwise (if the strings where
stretchable), this tension would be at least partially dissi-
pated by stretching the strings and the rotation of the rotary
encoders would not be proportional to the exercised tension.

Preferably, the apparatus further comprises a central com-
munication unit and communication means connected to the
beacon devices and to the central communication unit,
where the central communication unit receives the rotational
values from the beacon devices, maps each rotational value
among the rotational values with a corresponding rotary
encoder among the rotary encoders by which it was gener-
ated, and remotely transmits the mapped rotational values to
the processing unit.

The central communication unit can be connected directly
to each rotary encoder for receiving the rotational values.
Since the rotary encoders are uniquely identified, the central
communication unit receives the rotational values and maps
each read rotational value to the unique identifier of the
rotary encoder by which it was generated. In other terms, the
central communication unit generates a data matrix storing
the rotational values in association with their respective
unique rotary identifiers. A mapped rotational value is essen-
tially a vector comprising a rotational value and its corre-
sponding unique rotary identifier.

Preferably, the processing unit is part of a remote com-
puter system, the central communication unit further com-
prising a network interface adapted to be connected to a data
network for remotely transmitting the mapped rotational
values to the processing unit. It should be understood that
the data network can comprise more than one data network.
For instance, it can comprise a Wi-Fi data network for
transmitting the data to an intermediary computer system
and of the Internet for transmitting the data from the
intermediary computer system to the processing unit that can
be located within a remote computer system with respect to
the intermediary computer system and connected to the
Internet.

Preferably, the beacon devices comprise storage means
for storing the rotational values, wherein the communication
means are connected to the storage means for retrieving the
rotational values. It should be understood that the stored
rotational values should be stored in such a manner that the
central communication unit can associate each rotational
value with a unique rotary identifier.

Preferably, the beacon devices are disposed on the piece
of fabric in a two dimensional array configuration such that
each beacon device has a number of adjacent beacon devices
located at different directions thereof. It should be under-
stood that a two dimensional array configuration would
allow measuring a surface in opposition to a one dimen-
sional array that only allows for measuring a length. The
attach points can consist of dump beacon devices selected
among the beacon devices. It should be understood that
dump beacon devices are meant to be non-intelligent beacon
devices that are essentially used as attach points. Generally,
they do not comprise rotary encoders nor are they connected
to the distance measuring means and to the central commu-
nication unit.

Preferably, each one of the beacon devices comprises a
number of rotary encoders equivalent to the number of
adjacent beacon devices such that each pair of rotary encod-
ers located within adjacent beacon devices are linked ther-
ebetween by a common string extending from their respec-
tive spring loaded reels.
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As mentioned hereinabove, in order to determine the
second spatial configuration of the beacon devices (when the
fabric is draped over the surface of the object and is
stretched), rotary encoders can be used which would allow
measuring rotational values thereof which are proportional
to the shifting amount of the beacon devices. However, there
are other means for determining the second spatial configu-
ration of the beacon devices. In fact, what is important is to
measure the shifting (distance and orientation) of the beacon
devices with respect to their first spatial configuration. Since
the original distances and orientations between the beacon
devices (when the fabric is not stretched) are know a priori,
the objective is to determine the relative distances and
orientations between the beacon devices after that fabric is
draped over the surface of the object and is stretched. A
person skilled in the art should understand that the means for
measuring these relative positions can vary.

In another preferred embodiment, the distance measuring
means comprise uniquely identified wire loaded reels dis-
posed within at least a part of the uniquely identified beacon
devices in accordance with a reel configuration known a
priori, wherein the wire loaded reels store electrical wires
having a first end folded within the wire loaded reels and a
second end extending therefrom and attached to attach
points located at selected directions in accordance with the
reel configuration, such that when the beacon devices shift
position, the electrical wires unfold and extend in length
proportionally to the shifting.

Preferably, the distance measuring means further com-
prise electrical means for measuring electrical properties of
the wires when unfolded by effect of the shifting, the
electrical properties varying as a function of lengths of the
wires, where the shifting length and shifting orientation of
each one of the beacon devices is determined as a function
of the reel configuration and the measured electrical prop-
erties. Preferably, the electrical properties consist, of elec-
trical resistances or conductances of the wires.

Preferably, the apparatus further comprises a central com-
munication unit and communication means connected to the
beacon devices and to the central communication unit,
where the central communication unit receives the measured
electrical properties from the beacon devices, maps each
measured electrical property among the measured electrical
properties with a corresponding wire reel among the wire
reels associated therewith, and remotely transmits the
mapped measured electrical properties to the processing
unit.

Preferably, the processing unit is part of a remote com-
puter system, the central communication unit further com-
prising a network interface adapted to be connected to a data
network for remotely transmitting the mapped measured
electrical properties to the processing unit. Preferably, the
beacon devices comprise storage means for storing the
measured electrical properties, wherein the communication
means are connected to the storage means for retrieving the
measured electrical properties.

Preferably, the beacon devices are disposed on the piece
of fabric in a two dimensional array configuration such that
each beacon device has a number of adjacent beacon devices
located at different directions thereof. The attach points can
consist of dump beacon devices selected among the beacon
devices.

Preferably, each one of the beacon devices comprises a
number of wire loaded reels equivalent to the number of
adjacent beacon devices such that each pair of wire loaded
reels located within adjacent beacon devices are linked
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therebetween by a common electrical wire extending from
their respective wire loaded reels.

Preferably, the object to measure is a part of a human body
and the piece of fabric is a garment.

Other advantages and novel features of the present inven-
tion will be more apparent from the following drawings and
detailed description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a general view of an apparatus comprising
a garment for measuring the upper part of a person’s
dimension in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 depicts in an enlarged partial view of the section
II of FIG. 1, wherein adjacent beacon devices are shown
with a top portion removed for a better view of their internal
structure;

FIG. 3 depicts an enlarged view of a beacon device;

FIG. 4 illustrates a communication connection established
between the central communication unit of the apparatus in
accordance with the present invention and a remote com-
puter system; and

FIG. 5 depicts, in a partial view, a pair of beacon devices
connected by a multiconductor wire.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 illustrates an electronic measuring apparatus 10
according to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion. The electronic measuring apparatus 10 comprises a
body suit 12, a plurality of beacon devices 16 (see FIG. 2)
and a central communication device 20. The present appa-
ratus will be illustrated for measuring physical dimensions
of a person, however it shall be understood that the present
apparatus can be used to measure any object. In the present,
an “object” is referred to be anything that is tangible and can
be a person, an animal or a thing or any physical part thereof.

Though the body suit 12 is herein represented by a
conventional T-shirt, it is to be understood that the body suit
12 may be represented by any other suitable piece of
garment such as a long sleeve shirt, a pair of long pants, a
pair of short pants, socks, gloves, a bonnet style head cover
and a full body suit. In fact, the form of the body suit 12 shall
be suited with the form of the object whose dimensions are
to be measured. For example, if the objective is to measure
a leg of a person, the body suit 12 shall comprise a piece of
garment suitably fabricated to fit a leg of a human being. On
the other hand, if the objective is to measure the physical
dimensions of an animal body (ex. a dog), the body suit 12
shall comprise a piece of garment appropriately conceived to
take the form of that animal.

The body suit 12 is made of a stretchable material, where
the material has a non-stretched state when the body suit 12
is unworn (i.e. initial state), and is stretched by a given
stretched amount when the body suit is worn (i.e. final state).
The body suit 12 is preferably dimensioned such that it is
slightly smaller than the regular clothing size of the wearer.
Thus, once the body suit 12 is worn, it is stretched and
closely conforms to the body portion of the wearer that it is
designed to cover. Preferably, the stretchable property of the
body suit 12 is such that a same size of the body suit 12 may
be suitable to comfortably and closely conform to the body
of wearer’s who normally wear substantially different sizes
of clothing. Thus, a relatively small number of a body suits
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12 (ex. small, medium, large and extra-large sizes) may be
sufficient to measure the body dimensions of a fairly large
proportion of the population.

The electronic measuring apparatus 10 comprises a plu-
rality of beacon devices 16 spatially distributed within the
body suit 12. The beacon devices 16 are spatially arranged
in an appropriate configuration, such as a substantially array
configuration, a partial array configuration or a daisy-
chained configuration. Each beacon device 16 is uniquely
identified and is located at a pre-determined specific location
of the body suit 12. Moreover, at an initial state (where the
body suit is in a non-stretched state), the beacon devices are
physically distant with respect to each other by a pre-
determined and a priori known distance (initial distance).
The specific configuration of the beacon devices at this
initial state is referred to as “a first spatial configuration”.

When the body suit is worn by a person, the body suit is
stretched, and thus the beacon devices shift position with
respect to each other and the distance therebetween
increases (final distance). By measuring the final distance
between the beacon devices 16, it is possible to determine
the difference between the initial distance and the final
distance therebetween (delta distance). In order to measure
the final distance, each beacon device 16 is configured to
obtain various measurement values of distance (and orien-
tation) with respect to adjacent beacon devices 16. In a
preferred embodiment, these measurement values are time
stamped. This final disposition of the beacon devices (after
the body suit is stretched) is referred to as “a second spatial
configuration”.

It should be understood that when it is referred to the
distance between the beacon devices, it is meant to refer to
a set of distance values that can be represented by a data
matrix, where each value thereof represents a distance
between two beacon devices. Thus, the initial distance, the
final distance and the delta distance can be represented by
data matrices comprising a set of distance values, where
each value represents a distance between two adjacent
beacon devices. These values would allow for determining
the second spatial configuration. The first and second spatial
configurations would allow for determining the physical
dimensions of the wearer wearing the body suit 12.

Now referring more particularly to FIG. 3, each beacon
device 16 comprises distance measuring means 18 for
measuring the various distances between said beacon device
and adjacent beacon devices, storage means 42 for storing
the obtained measured distance values, communication
means 44 for transmitting the measured distance values (and
other measured values if it is the case) to a central commu-
nication unit 20, and a support 24 on which the various
components of the beacon device 16 stand.

FIG. 2 shows a particular array configuration of the
beacon devices 16 according to a preferred embodiment.
Accordingly, the beacon devices 16 have a square shape and
are arranged in a matrix form configuration such as each
beacon device has four adjacent beacon devices. The dis-
tance measuring means 18 can be configured such that the
various distances between a given beacon device and adja-
cent beacon devices are measured. It should be understood
that according to a preferred embodiment, the distance
measuring means 18 allow for measuring the distances
between a given beacon device and four adjacent beacon
devices, however a person skilled in the art shall understand
that it is possible to measure the distances between a given
beacon device and a superior or an inferior number of
adjacent beacon devices, which would respectively increase
or decrease the resolution (precision) of the measuring
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apparatus 10. In other terms, the resolution of the measuring
apparatus 10 can be increased or decreased by engaging an
appropriate number and configuration of beacon devices 16
such that the number of adjacent beacon devices is respec-
tively increased or decreased.

According to the preferred embodiment, the distance
measuring means 18 are preferably distributed about a
circumferential edge of each beacon device 16. The distance
measuring means 18 are preferably mounted on a suitable
support element 24 such as a printed circuit board, or the
like.

According to the preferred embodiment, the distance
measuring means 18 comprise at least one rotary encoder 26
having an input rotatable shaft 28 and a spring loaded reel
30 coupled thereto, where the spring loaded reel 30 stores
one end of a non-stretchable string 32. The number of rotary
encoders 18 is determined as a function of a number of
adjacent beacon devices which distances shall be measured
with respect to a first beacon device.

It is to be understood that, although the input rotatable
shaft 28 is shown projecting perpendicularly from the sur-
face of the substantially planar support 24, the input rotat-
able shaft 28 may as well be projecting in a parallel
orientation relative to the support 24, and at an angle relative
to the circumferential edge of the latter.

Each rotary encoder 26 disposed on a first edge of a first
beacon device 16 is adapted to be in cooperative relation
with a corresponding rotary encoder 26 disposed on a facing
edge of an adjacent beacon device 16. Thus, as illustrated in
FIG. 2, a pair of cooperating rotary encoders 18 located on
opposing facing edges of two adjacent beacon devices 16
may share a single string 32 having its ends wrapped around
their respective spring loaded reels 30. At least one of the
rotary encoders 18 provides rotational measurement values
of the rotatable reel 30.

At an initial state, when the body suit 12 is unworn, the
input rotatable shafts 28 associated with the rotary encoders
18 are immobile and the strings extending between the
cooperating rotary encoders 18 have a first length. When the
body suit 12 is worn, at least a part of the body suit 12
stretches as a function of the physical dimensions of the
wearer. The effect is that the beacon devices shift position
and the distance between the beacon devices 16 located
within the stretched part of the body suit 12 increases and the
input rotatable shafts 28 associated with the rotary encoders
26 rotate. The string extending between each two adjacent
rotary encoders 26 extends and reaches a final length. The
rotating amount of each input rotatable shaft 28 is measured
and stored inside the storage means 42 of its corresponding
beacon device 16. This value allows for determining the
final string length. Thus, a pair of rotary encoders 18 allows
for accurately measuring the distance between two adjacent
beacon devices 16.

It is to be understood that rotary encoders 18 can be
replaced by any other suitable distance measuring means
that would allow determining a distance between two adja-
cent beacon devices 16. For instance, the rotary encoders
can be replaced by uniquely identified wire loaded reels
disposed within the beacon devices in accordance with a reel
configuration known a priori, where the wire loaded reels
store electrical wires, such that when the beacon devices
shift position, the electrical wires unfold and extend in
length proportionally to the shifting. Since an electrical
property of an electrical wire vary as a function of its length,
the distance measuring means can comprise electrical means
for measuring electrical properties of the wires when
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unfolded by effect of the shifting. Such electrical properties
can be capacitances or inductances of the wires.

Moreover, it would be possible to use stretchable strings
(instead of non-stretchable strings) and to measure the
tension of these strings when the beacon devices shift
position. Also, it would be also possible to use a proximity
sensor technology that would allow measuring the relative
distance between two adjacent beacon devices. By using
such proximity sensor technology, there is no need to engage
a string or any other physical connection between the beacon
devices 16.

As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, a beacon device 16 may have
a substantially planar and square shape, and include four
rotary encoders 18 equidistantly disposed about the circum-
ference thereof. The beacon device 16 may be encased in
any suitable shield case, such as a molded plastic housing or
the like, for protection and durability. The shield case may
have suitably disposed lateral holes for freely engaging each
outwardly extending string 32 of the rotary encoders 18.

It is to be understood that, although the beacon devices 16
illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3 have a substantially square and
planar shape, a beacon device 16 may have any other
suitable shape. For example, a beacon device 16 may have
a substantially two-dimensional, rounded, triangular,
octagonal, or oval shape, or the like, or even a freeform
shape. A beacon device 16 may as well have a three-
dimensional spherical, triangular, rectangular, or cubic
shape, or the like, or even a freeform shape.

As mentioned above, the distance measuring means 18
located within a first beacon device 16 can be adapted to
measure the distance between said first beacon device and at
least one adjacent beacon device. The strings 32 may extend
around the circumference of a two-dimensional beacon
device 16, or extend outwardly from the outer surface of a
three-dimensional beacon device (not shown). Furthermore,
the extending strings 32 need not to be equidistantly dis-
tributed around the circumferential edge of a two-dimen-
sional beacon device 16 or about the surface of a three-
dimensional beacon device. For example, the extending
strings 32 of a plurality of rotary encoders 18 located within
a same beacon device 16 may all be outwardly extending
from selected positions along a same edge, or along a same
surface portion of the device 16.

The apparatus 10 of the present invention may include a
combination of beacon devices 16 having a combination of
two-dimensional and three-dimensional shapes. It is to be
noted that beacon devices 16 having a two-dimensional or a
three-dimensional freeform shape may be advantageously
used with a body suit 12 having portions adapted to com-
fortably cover challenging parts of a wearer’s body such as
the arm pits or ankles of the wearer.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the
beacon device 16 may also comprise an accelerometer 36, a
timer 38 and a central processing unit (CPU) 40. The
accelerometer 36 may consist of a conventional accelerom-
eter that is commonly found in cellular phones, video game
devices, or the like, and is configured to measure the relative
angular movement in space of the beacon device 16. The
timer 38 may consist of a conventional timer and is designed
to provide a time stamped value that may be associated with
other measurement values obtained by the beacon device 16.
The CPU 40 can be connected to the storage means 42 for
managing software execution and data storage associated
with the beacon device operation. However, for complexity
reasons, it would be preferable not to include a CPU within
the beacon devices.
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It is to be understood that the various elements of the
beacon device 16 described herein may be embedded within
an integrated circuit (IC) mounted on the support element 24
for obtaining a beacon device 16 having a relatively compact
format.

The communication means 44 preferably comprise a data
transmitting module connected to the storage means 42, a
data communication network and a network interface for
transmitting the measurement values (i.e. distance and angu-
lar movement values if it is the case) to the central com-
munication unit 20. The data transmitting module can con-
sist of a wireless transmitter or any other appropriate module
(wireless or not) for transmitting data to the central com-
munication unit 20. Furthermore, it is be understood that the
storage means 42 can consist of a memory or any other
electronic component (ex. a multiplexer) configured to
receive and store data at least temporally. Thus, the com-
munication network interface unit 44 of each beacon device
16 is connected to the central communication unit 20
through the data communication network. In other terms, the
central communication unit 20 is connected, through the
data communication network, to each one of the beacon
devices for receiving measurement data thereof. Preferably,
the central communication unit 20 has a relatively small
size, and may be affixed to an edge portion of the body suit
as illustrated by FIG. 1.

In a preferred embodiment, the data communication net-
work used for communicating data between the central
communication unit 20 and the beacon devices 16 is a wire
communication network having a daisy-chained configura-
tion. In this optic, as illustrated in FIG. 4, the central
communication unit 20 is connected to a first beacon device
16 using a flexible multiconductor wire 46. The wire passes
through all the beacon devices, from one beacon device to
another in a daisy-chain configuration. As illustrated in FIG.
5, the flexible multiconductor wire between two beacon
devices 48 shall have a total length that is at least equivalent
to the maximum stretchability between two adjacent beacon
devices. It is to be noted that the multiconductor wires may
be replaced with a substantially flat and flexible printed
circuit conductors (not shown). In another embodiment, the
bi-directional data communication network used for com-
municating data between the central communication unit 20
and the plurality of beacon devices 16 consists of a bi-
directional radio-frequency (RF) based communication net-
work. Such a wireless communication network may com-
prise, for example, a low-power, bi-directional RFID
technology (Radio-Frequency interference IDentification
technology), or the like.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the central communication unit
20 is remotely connected via a data network to a remote
computer system 22 for transmitting thereto the measure-
ment values received from the beacon devices for further
processing. The data network can consist of either a wired or
a wireless communication network (such as the Internet or
a satellite). The central communication unit 20 comprises a
central processing unit (CPU) 52, storage means 54, a
network interface 56, and a rechargeable power battery 58.

The network interface 56 is used as an interface for
connecting the central communication unit 20 to the beacon
devices 16 using the multiconductor wire 46. The commu-
nication network interface 56 also serves as a communica-
tion interface between the central communication unit 20
and the remote computer system 22. The connection
between the communication network interface 56 and the
remote computer system 22 may be a wired type connection
such as, for example, a conventional USB (Universal Serial
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Bus) connection, a broadband cable connection, or the like,
or may be a wireless type connection such as, for example,
a Bluetooth™ or Wi-Fi wireless network connection, or the
like. Preferably, the central communication unit 20 commu-
nicates with the remote computer system 22 through a
wireless connection, such as a Bluetooth™, satellite or
Wi-Fi connection.

The electronic measuring apparatus can be used in con-
nection with a plurality of applications, such as e-commerce
applications. In the context of e-commerce, the remote
computer system 22 can be a mediator server (electronic
market database) connected to the Internet and listing cloth-
ing items for trade. The mediator server can comprise a
web-based application allowing users to select a given
clothing item for purchase and to upload measuring values
obtained by the electronic measuring apparatus located at
the user side. This is particularly useful where the user
wishes to order a customized size of an clothing item to
purchase, in order to fit with his irregular body size (ex. long
legs, broad shoulders, thick neck, etc.).

The rechargeable power battery 58 provides power to the
central communication unit 20 as well as to the beacon
devices 16 if necessary via the multiconductor wires 48 or
independent wires. Preferably, the rechargeable power bat-
tery is recharged through the USB connection. Alternatively,
the rechargeable battery can also be recharged with an
independent power source.

The CPU 52 manages all the operations of the central
communication unit 20 for receiving the data from the
beacon devices, storing it into the storage means 54 and for
transmitting it to the remote computer system 22 through the
communication network interface 56. The central commu-
nication unit 20 is preferably affixed to a suitable portion of
the body suit 12 in a way that does not interfere with the
relative movement between the beacon devices 16.

The functionalities of the apparatus 10 may be generally
described as follows. As a first step, the body suit 12 is
preferably hanging on a cloth hanger, or laid flat on a
substantially planar surface, such that the distance measur-
ing means 18 between the beacon devices 16 are in a
substantially unstretched state. In a second step, a reset
signal is transmitted to each of the beacon devices 16 for
resetting to zero each of its onboard distance measuring
means 18, its accelerometer unit 36 and its timer unit 38. The
reset signal can be initiated by the remote computer system
22, locally using an appropriate reset switch connected to the
central communication unit 20 or automatically when the
body suit is in a non-stretched state.

In a third step, a wearer (desiring to measure his physical
size) wears the body suit 12 in a most natural and comfort-
able fashion while preferably standing up. During this
operation, the beacon devices 16 measure a number of
rotations engaged by each spring-loaded reel 30 of each
beacon device 16. A first reading is taken at a first moment,
such as when a person inhales, and a second reading is taken
in a second moment, such as when a person exhales. These
values, along with the values, obtained by the accelerometer
unit 36 and the timer unit 38 (if it is the case), are stored into
the storage means 42 of the corresponding beacon device 16.

In a fourth step, each one of the beacon devices transmit
the data stored within its storage means 42 along with a
unique identifier associated with the corresponding beacon
device 16 to the central communication unit 20 for storage
into the storage means thereof 54. This operation can be
initiated either automatically or following a request from the
central communication unit 20. In a fifth step, the central
communication unit 20 transmits the stored data to the
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remote computer system 22 for further processing. This
operation can be initiated either automatically by the central
communication unit 20 or upon a request from the remote
computer system 22.

Finally, the data (representing the rotational measurement
values) may then be processed by the remote computer
system for determining the second spatial configuration first,
and then for determining the physical dimensions of the
wearer by compiling the first and second spatial configura-
tions using an appropriate software. The distances between
the beacon devices are already stored in the central com-
munication unit. Each two beacon devices have their dis-
tance values assigned to zero after the reset stage (first
stage). After the person puts on the cloth or whatsoever, the
distances between these beacon devices change and so are
the values which are being stored and known already in the
central unit. In combination with the accelerometer position
the shape of the body that wore the cloth etc can be
determined. Each angle of the reel would be noticed in the
software as a specific distance (e.g. 1 mm). Each reel of
course has a maximum measurement that it can measure.
The result of the processed data may then be used to select
or custom tailor garments having compatible clothing sizes
with the wearer of the measuring apparatus.

Among the advantages of the present measuring apparatus
10 are that it is relatively easy to use by a common person
for accurately measuring physical dimensions of a wearer.
Also, the apparatus is relatively easy and economical to
manufacture and it can be easily folded into a compact
format for shipping by regular post mail, thus avoiding a
potential customer to travel long distances to try a specific
piece of garment at a retail store.

The features disclosed in the foregoing description, in the
claims and/or in the accompanying drawings may, both
separately and in any combination thereof, be material for
realising the invention in diverse forms thereof.

The invention claimed is:

1. A measuring apparatus for determining dimensions of

an object, comprising:

a stretchable material;

a plurality of uniquely identified beacon devices con-
nected to the stretchable material, the beacon devices
comprising:

a measuring means for measuring spatial configura-
tions between the plurality of beacon devices;

a processing unit, wherein the processing unit receives the
spatial configurations from the plurality of beacon
devices thereby determining the dimensions of the
object;

wherein the measuring means comprises a rotary encoder,
the rotary encoder including:

a rotatable shaft;

a reel coupled to the rotatable shaft; and

a string, wherein a first end of the string is connected
to the reel and a second end is connected to an
attachment point on the stretchable material;

wherein the rotation of the rotatable shaft varies according

to a distance between the beacon device and the asso-

ciated attachment point;

wherein the processing unit calculates a distance value
and an orientation value of the beacon device by
measuring the rotation of the rotatable shaft;

the beacon devices are adjacent; and

wherein each beacon device includes a number of string
loaded wheels equivalent to the number of adjacent
beacon devices such that each pair of string loaded
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reels located within adjacent beacon devices are linked
there-between by a common string extending from their
respective wheels.

2. The measuring apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

the stretchable material is a garment having a shape
adapted to fit a surface of the object; and

the spatial configuration includes:

a first spatial configuration representing a first position
of a beacon device; and

a second spatial configuration representing a second
position of the beacon device.

3. The measuring apparatus of claim 2, wherein:

the beacon device has a first spatial configuration when
the stretchable material is unstretched; and

the beacon device has a second spatial configuration when
the stretchable material is stretched.

4. The measuring apparatus of claim 2, wherein the spatial
configurations between the plurality of beacon devices
includes distance and orientation of each beacon device with
respect to the other beacon devices.

5. The measuring apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
measuring means comprises a proximity sensor.

6. The measuring apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

the stretchable material further comprises:

a central communications device; and
a communications means connected to the plurality of
beacon devices and the central communications unit;
wherein the central communications device:
receives spatial configurations from the beacon
devices;
maps the spatial configurations among the beacon
devices by which the configurations were gener-
ated; and
transmits the mapped spatial configurations to the
processing unit.

7. The measuring apparatus of claim 6, wherein:

the beacon devices include a storage means for storing the
spatial configuration of the associated beacon device;
and

the communications means is connected to the plurality of
beacon device storage means.

8. The measuring apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

processing unit is a remote processing unit.

9. The measuring apparatus of claim 1, wherein the spatial
configurations comprise distance.

10. The measuring apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
beacon devices are arranged in an array.

11. A measuring apparatus for determining dimensions of
an object, comprising:

a stretchable material;

a plurality of uniquely identified beacon devices con-
nected to the stretchable material, the beacon devices
comprising:

a measuring means for measuring spatial configura-
tions between the plurality of beacon devices;

a processing unit, wherein the processing unit receives the
spatial configurations from the plurality of beacon
devices thereby determining the dimensions of the
object;

wherein the measuring means comprises a rotary encoder,
the rotary encoder including:

a rotatable shaft;

a reel coupled to the rotatable shaft; and

a string, wherein a first end of the string is connected
to the reel and a second end is connected to an
attachment point on the stretchable material;
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wherein the rotation of the rotatable shaft varies according
to a distance between the beacon device and the asso-
ciated attachment point;

wherein the processing unit calculates a distance value
and an orientation value of the beacon device by
measuring the rotation of the rotatable shaft; and

wherein the attachment point includes a dump beacon
device selected from among the plurality of beacon
devices.

12. A measuring apparatus for determining dimensions of

an object, comprising:

a stretchable material;

a plurality of uniquely identified beacon devices con-
nected to the stretchable material, the beacon devices
comprising:

a measuring means for measuring spatial configura-
tions between the plurality of beacon devices;

a processing unit, wherein the processing unit receives the
spatial configurations from the plurality of beacon
devices thereby determining the dimensions of the
object;

wherein the measuring means comprises stretchable
string connected to an attachment point on the stretch-
able material;

wherein the processing unit calculates a distance value
and an orientation value by measuring the tension of
the stretchable string; and

wherein the attachment point includes a dump beacon
device selected from among the plurality of beacon
devices.

13. A measuring apparatus for determining dimensions of

an object, comprising:

a stretchable material;

a plurality of uniquely identified beacon devices con-
nected to the stretchable material, the beacon devices
comprising:

a measuring means for measuring spatial configura-
tions between the plurality of beacon devices;

a processing unit, wherein the processing unit receives the
spatial configurations from the plurality of beacon
devices thereby determining the dimensions of the
object;

wherein the measuring means comprises a rotary encoder,
the rotary encoder including:

a rotatable shaft;

a reel coupled to the rotatable shaft; and

a string, wherein a first end of the string is connected
to the reel and a second end is connected to an
attachment point on the stretchable material;

wherein the rotation of the rotatable shaft varies according

to a distance between the beacon device and the asso-

ciated attachment point;

wherein the processing unit calculates a distance value
and an orientation value of the beacon device by
measuring the rotation of the rotatable shaft;

wherein the attachment point includes a dump beacon
device selected from among the plurality of beacon
devices;

wherein the measuring means comprises a wire loaded
reel, the wire loaded wheel including:

a reel;

an electrical wire, wherein a first end of the wire is
connected to the reel and a second end of the wire is
connected to an attachment point on the stretchable
material;



US 9,470,519 B2

15

wherein the electrical property of the wire varies accord-
ing to the length of the wire between the beacon device
and the associated attachment point; and

the processing unit calculates a distance value and an
orientation value by measuring the electrical property
of the wire.

14. The measuring apparatus of claim 13, wherein the

electrical properties include electrical resistance of the wire.

15. The measuring apparatus of claim 14, further com-

prising:
a central communications device;
a communications means connected to the plurality of
beacon devices and the central communications unit;
wherein the central communications device:
receives the electrical properties from the beacon
devices;

maps the spatial configurations among the beacon
devices by which the configurations were generated;
and

transmits the mapped spatial configurations to the pro-
cessing unit.

16. The measuring apparatus of claim 13, wherein:

the beacon devices are adjacent; and

each beacon device includes two or more rotary encoders
wherein the reel of each rotary encoder on a beacon
device is connected by a wire to the reel of a rotary
encoder on an adjacent beacon device.

17. A measuring apparatus for determining a dimension of

an object, comprising:

a stretchable material;

at least one attachment point connected to the stretchable
material;

a plurality of uniquely identified beacon devices con-
nected to the stretchable material, the beacon device
comprising:

a rotary encoder, comprising:
a rotatable shaft;
a spring loaded reel coupled to the rotatable shaft;
and
a string, wherein a first end of the string is connected
to the reel and at least one attachment point;
wherein the beacon device has a first spatial configuration
when the stretchable material is unstretched represent-
ing a first position of the beacon device;

wherein the beacon device has a second spatial configu-
ration when the stretchable material is stretched repre-
senting a second position of the beacon device;

wherein the rotation of the rotatable shaft varies according
to a distance between the beacon device and an asso-
ciated attachment point; and

a processing unit, wherein the processing unit receives the
first and second spatial configurations from the plural-
ity of beacon devices and calculates a distance value of
the beacon device by measuring the rotation of the
rotatable shaft.

18. The measuring apparatus of claim 17, wherein:

each rotary encoder is disposed on a first edge of a first
beacon device; and

the at least one attachment point is an adjacent rotary
encoder.

19. The measuring apparatus of claim 17, further com-

prising:

an encoder connected to each beacon device configured to
measure the angular movement of the associated bea-
con device;
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a timer connected to each beacon device configured to
provide a time stamp value associated with the first and
second spatial configurations.

20. The measuring apparatus of claim 17, further com-

prising:

a central communications unit connected to the stretch-
able material; and

a bi-directional communications network interconnecting
the plurality of beacon devices with the central com-
munications unit.

21. The measuring apparatus of claim 20, wherein the
bi-directional communications network is a flexible electri-
cal conductor.

22. The measuring apparatus of claim 17, wherein the
processing unit is located at a remote computer system.

23. The measuring apparatus of claim 22, wherein the
dimensions of the object are used to manufacture clothing.

24. A measuring apparatus for determining dimensions of
an object, comprising:

a garment having a shape adapted to fit a surface of an
object, wherein when in contact with the object the
garment stretches in proportion to the surface;

a plurality of uniquely identified beacon devices disposed
on the garment;

wherein, when the garment is in a first unstretched spatial
configuration known a prioi when the garment is not in
contact with the object;

wherein, when the garment is stretched when in contact
with the object, the beacon devices shift from a first
unstretched spatial configuration to a second spatial
configuration conforming to the surface;

an electronic means, for detecting the second spatial
configuration, wherein the electronic means generates
data representing the second spatial configuration;

a processing unit, the processing unit configured to
receive data associated with the first and second spatial
configurations for calculating the dimension of the
surface;

wherein the electronic means comprises distance measur-
ing means;

wherein the distance measuring means allows for deter-
mining a shifting length and a shifting orientation of
each one of the beacon devices when the beacon
devices shift position;

wherein the distance measuring means comprises
uniquely identified rotary encoders disposed within at
least a part of the uniquely identified beacon devices in
accordance with a rotary encoder configuration known
as a priori;

wherein the rotary encoders comprise input rotatable
shafts coupled to spring loaded reels storing strings;
and

wherein the strings have a first end folded within the
spring loaded reels and a second end extending there-
from and attached to attachments points located at
selected directions in accordance with the rotary
encoder configuration, such that when the beacon
devices shift position, the strings unfold and engage the
input rotatable shafts to rotate proportionally to the
shifting.

25. The measuring apparatus of claim 24, wherein each
one of the beacon devices comprises a number of rotary
encoders equivalent to the number of adjacent beacon
devices such that each pair of rotary encoders located within
adjacent beacon devices are linked therebetween by a com-
mon string extending from their respective spring loaded
reels.
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26. The measuring apparatus of claim 24, wherein the
attachment points consist of dump beacon devices selected
from among the beacon devices.

27. The measuring apparatus as claimed in claim 24,
wherein:

the strings are non-stretchable strings;

the rotary encoders are configured to output rotational
values proportional to the shifting when the input
rotatable shafts rotate; and

the shifting length and shifting orientation of each one of
the beacon devices is determined as a function of the
rotary encoder configuration and the rotational values.

28. The measuring apparatus of claim 27, wherein:

the beacon devices comprise storage means for storing the
rotational values; and

wherein the communications means are connected to the
storage means for retrieving the rotational values.

29. The measuring apparatus of claim 27, further com-

prising:
a central communications unit;
a communications means connected to the beacon devices
and to the central communications unit;
wherein the central communications unit:
receives the rotational values from the beacon devices;
maps each rotational value among the rotational values
with a corresponding rotary encoder among the
rotary encoders with which it was generated; and

remotely transmits the mapped rotational values to the
processing unit.

30. The measuring apparatus of claim 29, wherein:

the processing unit is part of a remote computer system;
and

the central communications unit further comprises:

a network interface adapted to be connected to a data
network for remotely transmitting the mapped rota-
tional values to the processing unit.

31. A measuring apparatus for determining dimensions of
an object, comprising:

a garment having a shape adapted to fit a surface of an
object, wherein when in contact with the object the
garment stretches in proportion to the surface;

a plurality of uniquely identified beacon devices disposed
on the garment;

wherein, when the garment is in a first unstretched spatial
configuration known a prioi when the garment is not in
contact with the object;

wherein, when the garment is stretched when in contact
with the object, the beacon devices shift from a first
unstretched spatial configuration to a second spatial
configuration conforming to the surface;

an electronic means, for detecting the second spatial
configuration, wherein the electronic means generates
data representing the second spatial configuration;

a processing unit, the processing unit configured to
received data associated with the first and second
spatial configurations for calculating the dimension of
the surface;

wherein the electronic means comprises distance measur-
ing means;
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wherein the distance measuring means, further comprise:

uniquely identified wire loaded reels disposed within at
least a part of the uniquely identified beacon devices
in accordance with a reel configuration know a
priori; and

wherein the wire loaded reels sore electrical wires
having a first end folded within the wire loaded reels
and a second end extending therefrom and attached
to attachment points located at selected directions in
accordance with the reel configuration, such that
when the beacon devices shift positions, the electri-
cal wires unfold and extend in length proportionally
to the shifting.

32. The measuring apparatus of claim 31, wherein the
attachment points consist of dump beacon devices selected
from among the beacon devices.

33. The measuring apparatus of claim 31, wherein:

the distance measuring means further comprises electrical

means for measuring electrical properties of the wires

when unfolded by the shifting, the electrical properties
varying as a function of the length of the wires; and

the shifting length and shifting orientation of each one of
the beacon devices is determined as a function of the
reel configuration and the measured electrical proper-
ties.

34. The measuring apparatus of claim 33, wherein the
electrical properties consist of electrical resistances or con-
ductances of the wires.

35. The measuring apparatus of claim 34, further com-
prising:

a central communications unit;

a communications means connected to the beacon devices

and to the central communications unit;

wherein the central communications unit:

receives the measured electrical properties from the
beacon devices;

maps each measured electrical property among the
measured electrical properties with a corresponding
wire reel among the wire reels associated therewith;
and

remotely transmits the mapped measured electrical
properties to the processing unit.

36. The measuring apparatus of claim 35, wherein:

the processing unit is part of a remote computer system;

the central communications unit further comprises:

a network interface adapted to be connected to a data
network for remotely transmitting the mapped mea-
sured electrical properties to the processing unit.

37. The measuring apparatus of claim 35, wherein:

the beacon devices comprise storage means for storing the

measured electrical properties; and

wherein the communications means are connected to the

storage means for retrieving the measured electrical

properties.

38. The measuring apparatus of claim 37, wherein the
beacon devices are disposed on the garment in a two
dimensional array configuration wherein each beacon device
has a number of adjacent beacon devices located at different
directions thereof.



